
Stability services and procurement instruments

Markets
System operators invest in or 
contract assets for location-specific 
needs. Costs recovered through grid 
tariffs

Procurement of system services 
from existing or new assets. Can be 
short-term or long-term. Costs 
recovered via market payments and 
grid tariffs

New renewables, batteries or gas 
plants required to provide services 
via tenders or grid codes. Costs 
internalized in investments, reflected 
in electricity prices

Compulsory services TSO assets

Procurement must fit both the service and the system context

System Services by Timescale

Milliseconds
Inertia, short-circuit 
strength

Seconds
Frequency containment, 
fast frequency response

Minutes
Automatic and manual 
frequency restoration
reserves

Hours
Balancing, adequacy, 
demand shifting


